Multiple early gastric cancer with gastritis cystica profunda showing various histological types.
We report a case of multiple early gastric cancer showing varied histological types associated with gastritis cystica profunda (GCP). A 61-year-old man who had early gastric cancer associated with GCP underwent a distal gastrectomy with lymphadenectomy. Histological examination showed various histological types of cancer -well differentiated, moderately differentiated, poorly differentiated adenocarcinoma, mucinous adenocarcinoma and signet ring cell carcinoma- that had developed independently in the mucosal and submucosal layers of the resected specimen. Furthermore, multiple cysts with a single layer of columnar epithelium were present in the submucosa around the cancerous lesions. However, no neoplastic changes were found in those epithelial cells. Helicobacter pylori was detected in the residual stomach 3 months after surgery. Although the mechanism of the relationship between gastric carcinoma and GCPs is obscure, we speculate that repeated erosion and regeneration induced by chronic inflammation causes multicentric carcinogenesis as well as an aberration of the gastric glands. GCPs may be a risk factor for multiple gastric cancer.